
TDA News and Guidance for SFAs 

September 15 , 2015 
 

This information is to keep you informed of any changes in policies and procedures and of new 

communication originating from the state office this month.  
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SFA Priority Information 

Local Wellness Policy Guidance from TASB 
The Texas Association of School Boards (TASB) has issued a policy alert providing Local 

Wellness Policy guidance for districts as they wait for the final federal regulations. That TASB 

Policy Service document, TASB wellness alert 2015, is attached.  

 

User Manual and Help Documents Updated 
The Direct Certification Direct Verification User Manual and Help Documents have been 

updated and are now available on SquareMeals.org. 

 

http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/NationalSchoolLunchProgram/DirectCertification.aspx


Revised Procuring Local Foods Guide Now Available 
USDA’s Farm to School Program recently released the revised guide, Procuring Local Foods for 

Child Nutrition Programs. The guide covers procurement basics, defining local, where to find 

local products, and the variety of ways schools can purchase locally in accordance with 

regulations. This revision incorporates information about micro-purchases, buying local foods 

for child care and summer meal programs and more real-world examples. The new guide also 

offers sample solicitation language. 

 

Processing Issue Affecting 6 Cents Reimbursements 
For some National School Lunch Program contracting entities (CEs) the $0.06 additional lunch 

reimbursement is not processing with the claims as it should. Until the issue is resolved, affected 

CEs should continue to file and process their claims. When the system bug is fixed, the CEs not 

receiving the reimbursement will be able to go back into the system and re-process their claims 

to obtain the additional funding. TDA will run a report to identify where the error is occurring so 

it is not necessary to report the problem to TDA. 

 

SquareMeals.org Gets New Features 
The Texas Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Division recently refreshed the 

SquareMeals home page to make accessing information even easier. The updated What’s New? 

section will feature all of the latest Food and Nutrition news and updates, including important 

information on recalls. For those who prefer to view recalls separately, simply select the Recent 

Recalls option under the News menu heading. If you go to the What’s New? page, you also 

search by keyword or filter stories by category or month to make finding the news you need a 

snap. 

 

Plus, we added a new banner under the information on Nutrition Assistance Programs which will 

feature information on current and upcoming Food and Nutrition initiatives and events. By 

updating these resources regularly, TDA can keep the freshest information at your fingertips. 

 

Nominate a Promising Young Texan For GROW Award Today 
School is back in session, and that means it’s time to nominate talented students at your school 

for the Texas Department of Agriculture’s (TDA) GROW Award. Throughout the school year, 

TDA selects a new student winner each month to receive the GROW Award, which Gives 

Recognition for Outstanding Work. 

 

The GROW Award is a great opportunity to recognize middle and high school students for their 

outstanding leadership and excellence inside and outside the classroom. From October to May, 

TDA will honor students for their hard work and dedication to their community. We hope you’ll 

nominate students at your school today. The deadline is Oct. 1 for our first award of the year, 

which will be announced on Oct. 15. Nominations will be accepted throughout the year, so keep 

them coming. 

 

To nominate a student today, click here.  

 

Get Ready for National School Lunch Week 2015 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODE4LjQ4MjA4ODQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgxOC40ODIwODg0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTMzNzEwJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2hyaXN0aW5hLmNvbmVsbEBmbnMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWNocmlzdGluYS5jb25lbGxAZm5zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/f2s/F2S_Procuring_Local_Foods_Child_Nutrition_Prog_Guide.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODE4LjQ4MjA4ODQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgxOC40ODIwODg0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTMzNzEwJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2hyaXN0aW5hLmNvbmVsbEBmbnMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWNocmlzdGluYS5jb25lbGxAZm5zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&101&&&http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/f2s/F2S_Procuring_Local_Foods_Child_Nutrition_Prog_Guide.pdf
http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/NationalSchoolLunchProgram/DirectCertification.aspx
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/NewsEvents/GROWAward.aspx


Mark your calendars! National School Lunch Week (NSLW) celebrations will be held October 

12-16. This year’s theme “Discover the Great Plate of Texas with a Healthy Lunch” puts the 

spotlight on our great state and supports local celebrations across Texas. We have attached 

important letters from Assistant Commissioner Angela Olige to the Child Nutrition Directors 

(CND) and the Superintendents. The documents are 9_8_15 NSLW CND Letter and 9_8_15 

NSLW Superintendents Letter. 

 

Great news! As of September 8, all NSLW posters are out for delivery to Child Nutrition 

Directors who will distribute the posters to school cafeterias district-wide. These posters are 

created in sets. There is one set of three posters per elementary and one set of three posters per 

middle/high cafeterias. 

 

Additional resources are included in an online toolkit, located at 

www.squaremeals.org/NSLW.  These resources include: 

 Suggested menus that incorporate local Texas products  

 Morning announcements that are fun and informational 

 October Menu Template ready to be personalized  

For NSLW inquiries, please contact your local ESC. 

 

Operations 
Micro-Purchase Method of Procurement 
As CEs start to take advantage of the new micro-purchase method, they should consider the 

intent of this option. It is intended to minimize the burden for purchases of very small amounts. 

A micro-purchase is a single acquisition or purchase that has a total aggregate cost that does not 

exceed $3,000; total aggregate cost may consist of one product and/or service or multiple 

products and/or services whether that purchase occurs weekly, monthly, or annually. Any costs 

incurred as a result of the CE intentionally breaking larger purchases into smaller amounts 

to qualify under the micro-purchase threshold are not allowable costs. 

 

A micro-purchase may be appropriate in the following types of situations: 

 The CE has insufficient refrigerated or storage space to store a large quantity of 

items. Therefore, the CE must break its purchases into smaller amounts in order to 

store food items safely. 

 The CE is located in a remote area or is providing meals or snacks to a very small 

number of students, and there are few, if any, vendors willing or available to submit a 

bid for the small quantity of product and/or service the CE needs to procure. 

 

However, the small purchase method may be the more appropriate procurement method even 

though the total aggregate amount for a single purchase qualifies for a micro-purchase. If the CE 

purchases the same product and/or service frequently, the cost savings from using the small 

purchase method instead of the micro-purchase method may be significant. In these cases, the 

CE must explore the benefits of using the informal small purchase method instead of a micro-

purchase.  

 

http://www.squaremeals.org/Programs/NationalSchoolLunchProgram/NationalSchoolLunchWeek.aspx


For example, the CE plans to buy $2,050 of lettuce four times a month from April through 

August. Each individual purchase is under $3,000; the cumulative amount over the five months 

is $41,000. It is very likely that a CE would be able to obtain small purchase quotes on this 

quantity of lettuce with multiple delivery times over this period of time. In this case, the CE 

would use the small purchase method as it would foster competition and better pricing. 

 

However, if the CE plans to buy $25 of lettuce four times a month from April through August, 

the cumulative total is $500 spread over an extended period. It is unlikely that the CE would find 

any vendors interested in providing price quotes for this small quantity of lettuce delivered over 

this period of time. In this case, the micro-purchase method is an appropriate procurement 

method. 

 

The key is to look at the quantity and price for the item per invoice and the quantity and price of 

the combined invoices over an extended amount of time. Is the same item being purchased time 

after time? Based on the quantity over an extended period of time, can the CE get a more 

competitive price with a small purchase with multiple deliveries? The situation determines the 

appropriate methodology. 

 

Policy 
Professional Standards Topic Codes Updated 
The Professional Standards Learning Topic Codes have been updated to include two new topics: 

Community Eligibility and Administrative Reviews. Community Eligibility is added under 

Learning Topic Code 3100 Administration. Administrative Reviews are included under Learning 

Topic Code 3200 Program Management. The updates are attached as ps_learningobjectives and 

ps_learningtopics and available in links below. Also, ARM Section 25, Professional Standards, 

will be updated as appropriate.   

  

 Professional Standards Learning Objectives 

 Professional Standards Learning Topics with Learning Topic Codes 

 

Community Eligibility Guidance Updated 

A memo updating the guidance and the Questions and Answers for Community Eligibility 

Provision (CEP) has been issued by the Food and Nutrition Service. The document is SP45-

2015os - Community Eligibility Provision-Guidance and Updated Q&As and it is attached.  

 

CEP allows Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) in high-poverty areas to offer free school 

breakfast and lunch to all students at no cost. CEP can provide numerous benefits to LEAs, 

including substantial administrative savings from the elimination of household applications for 

free and reduced price meals, streamlined meal service operations, higher student participation, 

and more opportunities for children to receive nutrition necessary to optimize academic 

achievement. CEP may be implemented in individual schools, groups of schools, or in entire 

school districts. 

 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cn/ps_learningobjectives.pdf
http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cn/ps_learningtopics.pdf


Webinars 
Nutrition Education in the Classroom and Beyond: Tips for Educators 
Wednesday, September 16 

2 p.m.–3 p.m. CST 

Register here 

 
Go back to school with tools and resources that support healthy learning! During this webinar a 

panel of experts will discuss innovative ways elementary and middle school educators can 

integrate nutrition education into core subjects like math, language arts, and science. New 

teaching resources available from Team Nutrition for the 2015-2016 School Year will be shared. 

 

To participate in the webinar on Wednesday, September 16th, 2015, please register here. After 

you register, you will receive an email with login information for the webinar. The intended 

audience includes educators, administrators and school nutrition professionals.  

 

Strategies for Success—Creating Healthier Child Care Environments 
Friday, September 18 

Noon-1:30 p.m. CST 

This webinar will be presented in English and Spanish 

Register here 

  

Join experts from Food Research Action Center (FRAC), USDA, Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation and D.C. Hunger Solutions to learn how you can create healthier child care 

environments with the newly released Spanish language version of USDA's Nutrition and 

Wellness Tips for Young Children: Provider Handbook for the Child and Adult Care Food 

Program, and other Spanish language resources, including Discover MyPlate’s Look and Cook 

Recipe Cards and The Two Bite Club. 

  

Find out how to: 

• Build a healthy plate with fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and beans 

• Encourage physical activity and active play 

• Keep food safe and more! 

 

This is an opportunity to learn and ask questions. A certificate of attendance will be issued. 

  

* Please share this Spanish language announcement with Spanish-speaking staff and providers 

and encourage them to sign up for the webinar.     

________________________________________ 

Nuevos recursos en español para el Programa de Asistencia Alimenticia para Niños y Adultos 

(por sus siglas en inglés, “CACFP”) 

Nuevos Recursos Nutrición y Bienestar para el Cuidado Infantil en Español 

18 de septiembre 2015 

12 p.m.-1:30 p.m. CST 

Regístrate ahora 

  

https://usdafnsocco.wufoo.com/forms/w1icf4ql19hlv5x/
https://usdafnsocco.wufoo.com/forms/w1icf4ql19hlv5x/
https://frac.peachnewmedia.com/store/seminar/seminar.php?seminar=47397
https://frac.peachnewmedia.com/store/seminar/seminar.php?seminar=47397


Acompaña al Centro de Acción e investigación de Alimento (por sus siglas en inglés, FRAC), 

USDA, Fundación Robert Wood Johnson y Soluciones para el Hambre en el Distrito de 

Columbia a aprender cómo puedes crear entornos de cuidado infantil  más saludables con la 

nueva versión en español de “Consejos de Nutrición y Bienestar para Niños Pequeños: Manual 

del Proveedor del Programa de Asistencia Alimenticia para Niños y Adultos" y otros recursos en 

español, incluyendo las tarjetas de receta de Mira y Cocina (Look and Cook) de Descubra 

MiPlato y el Club de los Dos Bocados (The Two Bite Club). 

  

Descubre cómo: 

• Construir un plato saludable con frutas, vegetales, granos enteros y frijoles 

• Fomentar la actividad física y el juego activo 

• ¡Mantener los alimentos seguros y mucho más! 

 

Esta es una oportunidad para aprender y hacer preguntas. 

  

Ponentes: 

• Jim Weill, Centro de Acción e investigación de Alimento (por sus siglas en inglés, FRAC) 

• Jamie Bussel,  Fundación Robert Wood Johnson 

• Evelyn García y Mimi Wu, Departamento de Agricultura de los Estados Unidos 

• Patrilie Hernandez, DC Hunger Solutions (Soluciones para el Hambre en el Distrito de 

Columbia)  

 

El seminario en línea se presentará en inglés y español. 

  

Se emitirá un certificado de asistencia. 

  

Por favor compartir información con colegas, amigos y familiares. 

Acerca del Seminario en Línea  "Estrategias para el Éxito": 

El Centro de Acción e investigación de Alimentos (por sus siglas en inglés, FRAC) está 

organizando una serie de seminarios en línea centrados en las mejores prácticas para mejorar el 

valor nutricional de los alimentos y la promoción de la salud y el bienestar en el cuidado infantil. 

Dichas series han sido  financiadas por la Fundación Robert Wood Johnson. 

  

* Por favor comparte este anuncio con el personal y proveedores de habla hispana de la 

organización y animales a inscribirse para el seminario en línea. 

 

Team Up for School Nutrition Success 

Thursday, September 24, 2015 

2 p.m. CDT 

Click Here to Register 

 

The Institute of Child Nutrition (ICN), in partnership with the USDA, would like to welcome 

you to register for our Team Up Thursday Webinar. 

  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2071651799675444482


Food Safety Best Practices and Resources Panelists include representatives from Searcy Public 

Schools (Arkansas); Conejo Valley Unified School District (California);The Center of 

Excellence for Food Safety Research and USDA Office of Food Safety. 

  

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 

webinar. If you are unable to attend the LIVE webinar, there will be a recording of the webinar 

available on our website 24-48 hours after the live webinar. The recording will be located on the 

ICN website—click here: www.theicn.org/teamup. 

 

Farm to School Update 
Start Farm Fresh Fridays With Local Products Challenge 
TDA is expanding farm to school outreach with Farm Fresh Fridays! Farm Fresh Fridays offers a 

way to help students develop connections to local food, farmers and ranchers while adding local 

flavor to school menus and teaching students about Texas agriculture.  

 

The Local Products Challenge is a great way to get started with Farm Fresh Fridays! TDA is 

challenging schools to use more Texas products in cafeteria meals served throughout October. 

Encourage schools in your region to sign up for this year’s Local Products Challenge today! 

 

Local Products Challenge participants will receive Farm Fresh Fridays materials to help with 

celebrations: 

 student incentive stickers 

 buttons for cafeteria team members to proudly show support for local products in 

schools 

 static clings to identify local products on the cafeteria line 

Farm Fresh Fridays Celebrations can sustain the student engagement. Download an activity 

inspiration resource to help plan local Farm Fresh Fridays celebration. 

 

Go here to take the Local Products Challenge! 

  

TDA will Spotlight Farm to Site Activities 

TDA is looking to learn how Summer Food Service Program and Seamless Summer Option 

sponsors and sites are incorporating farm to site activities. If you are aware of a program 

participant that is purchasing local products or providing enrichment activities with a nutrition, 

local food, or agriculture tie, please send an email to Alyssa Herold at 

Alyssa.Herold@TexasAgriculture.gov. 
 

TDA Farm to School Updated Online 

TDA has updated the Web pages that previously housed information for farm to school. The 

pages now include information about farm to school, farm to summer site and farm to child care. 

There is also information for farmers and ranchers and community members that are interested in 

supporting local activities. Additional resources have been added and TDA will continue to add 

http://www.theicn.org/teamup
http://www.farmfreshfriday.org/
http://www.farmfreshfriday.org/
http://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/FarmtoSchool/LocalProductsChallenge.aspx
http://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/FarmtoSchool/LocalProductsChallenge.aspx
http://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/FarmtoSchool/LocalProductsChallenge.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/LocalProductsChallenge
mailto:Alyssa.Herold@TexasAgriculture.gov
https://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/TexasFarmFresh.aspx


information to support the growth of Texas Farm Fresh activities: farm to school, farm to child 

care and farm to summer site. Visit the new section of SquareMeals today. 

 

Texas Farm Fresh Statewide Network  
This LinkedIn Group is intended to connect schools, child care centers, summer meal program 

participants, producers, support organizations & community members interested in expanding 

local food purchasing & educational efforts. Join Today! 

 
 

Subscribe to Farm to School E-Harvest 
The latest E-Harvest Newsletter was sent out this week. The newsletter provides a monthly 

update on farm to school and includes resources such as funding opportunities, a schedule of 

upcoming trainings and webinars, and more. Archive issues of the E-Harvest are available here. 

Subscribe today! 
 

Look Ahead to National Farm to Cafeteria Conference 
The 2016 National Farm to Cafeteria Conference will be hosted in Madison, WI, June 2- 4! This 

conference is the perfect opportunity to connect with others working on farm to school, child and 

summer activities from around the nation. There will be field trips, short course, workshops and 

other opportunities to learn, connect and share in farm to school inspiration. More information to 

come, and in the meantime, please mark your calendars and save the dates! Learn more about 

previous conferences here.  
 
 

https://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/TexasFarmFresh.aspx
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/Texas-Statewide-Farm-School-Network-6780835?home=&gid=6780835&trk=anet_ug_hm
http://www.squaremeals.org/FandNResources/FarmtoSchool/EnewsletterArchive.aspx
http://www.texasagriculture.gov/NewsEvents/SubscribetoPublications.aspx
http://www.farmtoschool.org/about/farm-to-school-cafeteria-conference

